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A global phenomenon, slavery exists in all of the 162 
countries studied by the Walk Free Foundation (2013). 
Mauritania has the most slaves (1 in every 25 members 
of the population). Next is Haiti with many children in 
slavery, followed by India and Pakistan. Sex trafficking is 
most common in South Asia and Eastern Europe (espe-
cially Ukraine), Myanmar (Burma), Laos, Nepal, and the 
Philippines. It is so profitable that businesspeople invest 
in involuntary brothels much as they would a mining 
operation (Bales 2007, 2012; Bales and Trodd 2008). 
Today, approximately 60,000 people (1 in every 5,000 
members of the population) are enslaved in the United 
States (Walk Free Foundation 2013). Figure 7.1 provides 
a visual image of where most slaves are located.

The average U.S. citizen eats over 11 pounds of choc-
olate (that’s 120 bars) a year, and 83% drink coffee (Perez 
2013). However, the ugly side of treats is that over 70% 
of the production is from West Africa (Ivory Coast and 
Ghana), and most involves child labor or child slaves. 
Folgers, Maxwell House, Nescafé, and other major cof-
fee companies import coffee from many plantations 
that use forced child labor and child slaves. Therefore, 
they pay very little for the coffee beans, allowing them 
to maintain high profit levels (Wilhoit 2014). A number of 
organizations including Free the Slaves, Mercy Project, 
Slavery Footprint, and Ark of Hope for Children work 

to stop and prevent child slavery. “Fair Trade Certified” 
products mean that production is free from abuse and 
exploitive labor practices, fair wages are paid, health 
and safety are observed, and sustainable methods are 
used. The two logos below are common ones for indi-
cating that a product is fair trade.

As we write these words, at least 2.5 million people 
are suffering the abuse of human trafficking. A form of 
slavery, human trafficking consists of “the recruitment, 
transport, transfer, harbouring or receipt of a per-
son by such means as threat or use of force or other 
forms of coercion, of abduction, of fraud or deception 
for the purpose of exploitation” (United Nations Office 
on Drugs and Crime [UNODC] 2014a). Most but not all 
victims of trafficking are women. The vast majority of 
trafficking (79%) results in the sexual exploitation of vic-
tims. Most other victims (18%) find themselves forced 
to work as slaves (UNODC 2014c). 

In the slavery of the 19th century, slaves were 
expensive, and there was at least some economic 
incentive to care about their health and survival so that 
they could be productive workers. In the new slavery, 
humans are cheap and replaceable. There is little con-
cern about working them to death, especially if they 
are located in remote cacao, coffee, or sugarcane 
plantations. By current dollars, a slave in the southern 
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FIGURE 7.1   Where in the World Slaves Live

Source: Adapted from Fisher 2013. “This Map Shows Where the World’s 30 Million Slaves Live” Washington Post October 17. Data source: Walk Free 
Global Slavery Index.




